148                           CHAPTER V

details of the arrival have been drawn from docu-
ments of the period by M. Celestin Port; the
princesses came to the door to greet the abbess
to whom they were introduced by the Marquise
de La Lande; while the Intendant of Tours, the
Provost of Angers, and other high provincial
dignitaries, paid the respects due to the king's
daughters. Then they crossed the threshold of
this austere abode, where little Felicite was to die
in 1744, and where her sisters remained for more
than ten years, denied all contact with their parents,
isolated and under constant surveillance.

Fontevrault had been founded in 1096 by a
Breton monk, Robert d'Arbrissal; Petronille de
Chemille, the first abbess, had endeavoured to
rule it with as stern a regime as the monasteries
of Citeaux, Clairveaux and Solesme; the Angevin
kings of England had lavishly endowed it with
gifts and wanted to have their tombs there. An
age of pillage, murder and insecurity, and a relaxing
of discipline put Fontevrault under a cloud during
the Hundred Years' War and the years that followed.
Attempts at reform soon brought in better days;
Richelieu himself took a thoughful and generous
interest in the old Abbey.

Marie-Madeleine de Rochechouart de Mortmart,
sister of Mme de Montespan, became abbess at the
age of twenty-five; she ruled her nuns with
firmness and dignity, introduced a feeling for
elegance and refinement, and encouraged sincere
piety and real contemplation. It was to this
great-hearted woman that the princesses were